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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

Across a Continent in a Man-of-War. Being the Log of Commission of 
H. M. S. "Pelorus," 1906-1909. With a full account of her cruise of 2,000 
miles up the Amazon. By E. E. Highams. xvi and 239 pp., 38 plates from 
photographs, sketch map, table of distances and index. The Westminster 
Press, London, 1909. 5 s. 

Only 36 pages in this small volume are devoted to the "full" account of a 
voyage "across a continent in a man-of-war." The attractive title must be 
called somewhat misleading. On the other hand, it is a pleasure to find here 
correct statements, all the more impressive because they are brief and artless, 
in regard to the climate and accessibility of the chief towns of the Brazilian 
State of Amazonas and eastern Peru. The Pelorus, a cruiser of the third class, 
(length 300 feet, breadth 36^ feet, displacement 2,135 tons), was the first 
British warship that ever went up the Amazon to Iquitos, 2,037 miles from Para. 
The only difficulty experienced in navigating the great river is referred to 
under date of Saturday, February 6, 1909: "Got under weigh [way] at six 
o'clock and proceeded [up stream from Jacaretuba, about 38 miles west of 
Manaos] at the usual speed against a strong current, the course having to be 
altered incessantly to avoid the logs with which the river abounds at this time 
of the year. These are very dangerous to the ship, and the propellers are also 
liable to get foul and broken by striking the debris which is torn from the banks, 
by the current." Nothing whatever obstructed or impeded either the routine of 
physical drill on board, morning and evening, or the athletic sports — the rowing 
and cricket matches, the tennis, tug-of-war, football, and even golf — that kept 
officers and men in good humor and good health. The climate is characterized 
as "hot and very damp," yet it has no terrors for such a well disciplined ships* 
company. 

The author says that the voyage, almost to the foothills of the Andes and 
back again, was a "very pleasant trip on the Amazon of 4,000 miles, and ex- 
tending over six weeks, during which time we were very cordially received and 
feted by all with whom we came in contact, and who, at the different ports, 
tried to outdo each other in their hospitality by showing their appreciation of 
our visit to their waters . . . Very little sickness was contracted during the 
journey, and there were no fever cases; the only drawbacks being the mosqui- 
toes and [other] insects, which swarm aboard and rob one of a good deal of 
rest at night, and the very exorbitant price of food-stuff, due to the duty im- 
posed, which is very high." Marrion Wilcox. 
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